STAT-

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/07/16 : CIA-

WASHINGTON POST
16 December 1984

3
«

aTivLE &;F?bAR/ED T

: <
M SRR
E LI

Nica’fagua ‘Secret War’
Raises Un ase m CIA

ance by intelligence professionals,

First of two articles service officers with Sfirsthand
By Christopher Dickey knowledge of the effort to under-
Washingion Post Foreign Service mine the Marxist-led Nicaraguan

-thlpssqld there is no consen-
sus, but “a significant partion of the
mtelligence’ commumity would be

U.S. military personne! and foreign .

_It began with Sunday aftemoon
trzining in the Everglades, political
kiatches in Miami condominiums
and stealthy raids by former Ni-
caraguan National Guard officers
determined to rid Nicaragua of its

government, - .

- Controversy surrounding the
management of the covert war has
brought a renewed sense of vulner-
.ability within the agency after a pe-
riod of relative calm in which many
;there felt the CIA had won a hard-

new Sandinista rulers. |fought battle to regain an apolitical
Three years and more than $80 and- professional image, according
iws ) Million later, the anti- 't intelligence professionals.
ANALYSts | Sandinista rebel move- _ The debate also has left the con-
ment has grown into a tras, the men who do the fighting
serious war pursued by thousands against the Sandinistas, fearful
of guerrillas in the mountains of about being dumped by the United
their Central American homeland. States in the way Cuban exles,
Because money and advice from the Kurdish mountain warriors and An-

Central Intelligence Agency was golan rebels have 2l felt they were .

responsible for much of the trans- abandoned over the past two dec-

formation, the rebellion also bas ades when they became politically |

become an important item on the |inconvenient for the United States,
agenda for President Reagan's sec- | The contras and their concerns will
ond term in office. be’ examined in a second article
The Reagan admig‘isgaﬁon cur-' Monday. . o
rently is wrestling with the question L
of renewing official U.S. support for Casey’s war®
the supposedly covert war, which :“If you're going to overthrow
has become increasingly overt in anybody you have to do it pretty
part because the administration has quickly,® said one CIA veteran of

belped publicize some aspects of the Nicaragua's “secret war.” “These

operation in an evident effort to operations always unravel—unless
intimidate the Sandinistas and their they take over the country—and

Cuban supporters. they always make a mess.”
This, as well as the general con-|

While Congress comes in for
duct of the war, have produced a

sense of unease within the CIAL
Moreover, the debate around the
agency's role in the conflict inten-

some criticism, many intelligence
professionals point fingers at Direc-
tor of Central Intelligence William
J. Casey,

sified this month when members of ~ ‘o' g:eany Casey’s war,” one of
the I:Xousc_ intelligence committee ‘tbe.m said, .
criticized it for exercising “ex-| .Like other critics who have been

tremely poor management” in run-
ning the program against Nicara
gu‘;hat criticism, which centered on
thé production and distribution of a
psychological warfare training man-
ual for the contras, as the rebels are
known, was a public echo of a grow-
irfg thorus of similar criticisms and
doubts about the agency's perform-
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involved in the operation, he spoke
on condition that he not be identi-
ified. But David Atlee Phillips, a
founder of the Association of For-
mer Intelligence Officers and the
CIA’s Latin America division chief
in the early 1970s, said that their
geoeral concerns are shared by a
large part of the intelligence com-
munity, .

RDP90-00552R000404300002-0

just as happy to see secret wars
that aren't really secret go away.” 1

“It was the president's judgment .
-that it was in the United States']
interest to do it,” said one senior'
.intelligence  official  defending
.Casey's role in the operation.
. “Somebody’s got to look at the na-
tional interest, not just CIA’s inter- ;
est. And when the president and the
administration tell you to mm:h.‘
you march, after having had your{

-gay. . !
But much of the criticism of !
Casey centers on how he used his
say. Casey is both CIA director and ,
8 personal confidant of President
Reagan. He came to his present |
position after serving as Reagan'’s :
campaignimanager in 1980. . . - |
"With  such credentials,” Casey's |
critics in the intelligence commu- '
nity contend he was in a good po-
sition to defend his bureaucracy:
from ill-conceived administration |
_policies. . J
Instead, Casey is said to have!
-embraced and defended a paramil-
‘itary program pursuing the vague,
protracted goal of “pressuring” the
Sandinistas,

i *It was nickel and dime,” said one!
_diplomat, speaking of the program
as a whole and voicing a complaint
‘that seems almost universal among
those people who worked with it, If
it was going to be done, “it should
have been serious from the begin-
ning. We should have put $100 mil-
lion into it at the start, not $19 mil-
lion,” the first amount Reagan au-
thorized in late 1981. “We should
have pushed hard instead of draw-!
ing it out. But it was hubris; we!
were going to knock off these little
brown people on the cheap.” - ‘
When asked for comment, CIA
spokesman George Lauder said the |
agency was not giving briefings on
Central American questions at this
time, After a point-by-point review
of the criticisms raised in this ar-:
ticle, Lauder said that “ncne of the '
senior officers of the agency share
the views of the anonymous eritics.
Moreover, last week in the agen-
cy's auditorium, Mr, Casey ad-
dressed an overflowing audience of
employes on such matters and re-
ceived a standing ovation.”
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